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In my case, living in a sub-arctic remote area of outstandi
natural beauty , this inspires me to make films that
~ something to me about the location I live in, for both local
~and wider audiences, presented in a way that captures the

essenc uniqueness of the area. o
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Documentary Filmmaking

* Planning and Research

* Production

e Post-Production
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urpose or a vocumentary

Distribution “You Tube” Channel
* Portray Real Life

Editing
A=t e Focus on an Issue
FilmiRg Research
Creativity Attempt to:
Narrator
* Bring about Awareness of an Issue
Soundscape

Educate and Entertain

Engage the Audience
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Advantages

Challenges of Amateur Filmmaking

Creative Freedom in Amateur Filmmaking

Authentic Storytelling




Amateur Documentaries

Amateur documentaries are films made outside mainstream studio
systems, highlighting unique stories, usually, from a very personal
perspective.

The Amateur film maker does in many cases, everything , from START TO
FINISH with Minimal Resources, but has the opportunity many
professionals never ever can realise, to create a film that is totally under their
control from START TO FINISH. This is what really inspires me, to hopefully tell
the stories and history that will resonate with people anywhere.
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Documentary Script — March 2025

Documentary Title: “3 Billion Years in the Making”

Key — Completed . “

l.introduction | Google Earth Studio render | Narrator (V.0.): The North West Highlands
Shot of Earth Globe zooming UNESCO Geopark, is a land where ancient
Animation through the clouds to the landscapes tell tales of Earth's deep past.
Google Earth outline of the Northwest . . .
- ) Stretching across the stunning terrain of
Studio Highlands Geopark, h land. thi i .
dissolving into a tracking 3D northern Scotland, this Geopark is not just a
rendered landscape from testament to natural beauty but also a
Ullapool to Loch Erribol gateway to understanding the geological
forces that have shaped our planet over
billions of years.
On screen Text: Main Film Main intro theme- Al generated using SUNO
Title
Held on globe Zoom to
tracking outline
B-Roll: N/A Interview: N/A
2. Opening a.Drone shot of Lewisian Narrator (V.0.): As we embark on this journey,
video Gneiss landscape. we will explore a region that boasts the oldest
b. Close up of 3 Billion year | roeks in Europe , dating back nearly 3 billion
old Gneiss rock in “cnoc and - . .
" years. These ancient formations provide a
lochan” context.
. see B roll window into the early history of our planet
B-Roll: stock voleanic Narrator (V.0.), revealing a story of tectonic
eruption followed by eroded | upheaval, volcanic activity, and the relentless
landscape power of erosion.

INterest 1o the 1itm-maker

Subject speaks directly to
the camera or in voice-over




Production

Variation is Key

Lots of drone shots linked together after a time can be boring. The key is
to use drone shots sparingly in establishing shots or to see things from a
differing perspective, alongside traditional camera/iPhone wide angle and
close up shots. Scenic shots can be broken up with close ups of flora and
fauna in the area to add interest.

Stabilization Gear

Using stabilization gear ensures smooth motion and reduces shaky
footage, improving the overall quality of the film. When filming in the
remote areas, | only use the camcorder for interviews or shots requiring a
tripod or indoor filming . With long walks over rough unpathed countryside
the camcorder is not practical and | use use my iPhone with OSMO
gimbal stabilizer or camcorder with small flexible tripd , and of course
the drone carried in my backpack for these remote locations filming ,
such as in May, climbing Canisp at 2,800 feet .

Plan for Movement

Planning for movement in scenes allows for more dynamic shots and
enhances the narrative flow of the film.

Cut Away Shots

| am always conscious of filming as many cut away shots as possible on
any filming trip | do, having a stock of B Roll shots is invaluable



working, the day before the shoot.

Always set beforehand and test out in flight the required
Drone settings and upload any new updates before heading
off to the location.

Check restricted no fly zones for locations chosen for the
drone flights as per the Documentary script.

Contact RAF Lossiemouth for any low flying exercises below
the mountain summits and in the valleys

Have battery packs and various leads to charge drone,
camcorder, mics, iPhone , Osmo in location.

Always record 30 seconds of ambient sound where drone
location shots are filmed (assuming in shelter from any wind)

Don’t forget the headphones for monitoring sound for shots
taken out of the wind .

north.

keeping the tripod steady in
wind gusts can also be a
real challenge.

mood and visual quality of
a film.

Silhouettes against the sky
can add dramatic effect.

Variation in footage , use
wide angle, plenty close
ups, movement, plenty B
roll and cutaway footage.




Post-Production

Editing and Assembling the Footage

Sound Design

Distribution
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The Fun and Creative Part of our Hobby

Crafting the Selecting the Colour Correction
Narrative Best Footage and Audio

Editing is crucial for Filmmakers must The editing process
filmmakers to craft a carefully select the best includes color correction
coherent narrative that footage to tell the story to enhance visual appeal
keeps viewers engaged effectively and maintain and audio enhancement
throughout the film. viewer interest. for clarity.
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Sound Design

Importance of
Sound Design

Sound design plays an essential
role in crafting a Documentary to
create an immersive experience,
influencing audience engagement
and emotional response with the
use of dialogue , narration, spot
effects and music.

Background
Music Selection

Carefully selected
background music
enhances the
emotional resonance
and storytelling
elements of a
documentary.

Ambient Sounds

and Voiceovers
Ambient sounds and
voiceovers are crucial
in enriching the
narrative, providing
context, and
strengthens the viewer
connection.
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MISTAKES

Film too long, rambling, be ruthless with editing. Maintain a
good pace.

Don’t attempt to cover too wide a subject in one film, try
splitting it into 2/3 shorter films

Avoid tourist guide facts, put your own spin on the story

Reduce the commentary to a minimum , leaving spaces for
the film to breathe

Always have any music track at a low level, just discernible

No single shot should be on the screen for to long , however
good it looks, use cutaways to break it up. Especially true of
drone shots.

Join a local writers group, it certainly helped me immensely
with my narration and story telling skills .

Get people into your documentary including yourself



Conclusion

Unique Storytelling Opportunities

The beauty of being a solo Amateur
Documentary Film maker is that you
have total control of what you create
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