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Agenda

• Introduction to Amateur 

Documentary Filmmaking

• Planning and Research

• Production 

• Post-Production

In my case, living in a sub-arctic remote area of outstanding 
natural beauty , this inspires me to make films that mean 
something to me about the location I live in,  for both local 
and wider audiences, presented  in a way that captures the 
essence and uniqueness of the area. 

Raison d'être



Introduction to Amateur Documentary Filmmaking, 
My Unique Way

Research 
Editing  

Filming  

Narrator

Soundscape  

Creativity  

Distribution “You Tube” Channel 

• Portray Real Life 
• Focus on an Issue 

Attempt to:

• Bring about Awareness of an Issue

• Educate and Entertain 

• Engage the Audience
 

Purpose of a Documentary 



Unique Challenges and 
Advantages

Challenges of Amateur Filmmaking

Creative Freedom in Amateur Filmmaking 

Authentic Storytelling



Definition and Significance of 
Amateur Documentaries

Amateur  documentaries are films made outside mainstream studio 

systems, highlighting unique stories, usually, from a very  personal 

perspective.

The Amateur film maker does in many cases, everything , from START TO 

FINISH with Minimal Resources,  but has the opportunity many 

professionals  never ever can realise,  to create a film that is totally under their 

control from START TO FINISH. This is what really inspires me, to hopefully tell 

the stories and history  that will resonate with people anywhere.



Role of the Filmmaker as 
Storyteller

How Did I Get Into This

Emotional Engagement             

Understanding Subject Matter       

The NarrativeSuper 8 Sound 1979 



Planning and 
Research



Documentary Script Formulate the Storyline and Narrative 
It is essential to develop your storyline and the script for your Documentary.  

I split it initially into Intro, Main and Conclusion , then flesh out each section using a detailed 
Documentary Script  Template , see example.   

⚫ Topic in my case  usually 
something personal or of 
interest  to the film-maker

⚫ Subject speaks directly to 
the camera or in voice-over



Production Variation is Key

Lots of drone shots linked together after a time can be  boring.  The key is 
to use drone shots  sparingly in establishing shots or to see things from a 
differing perspective,  alongside traditional camera/iPhone  wide angle and 
close up shots. Scenic shots can be broken up with close ups of flora and 
fauna in the area to add interest. 

Stabilization Gear

Using stabilization gear ensures smooth motion and reduces shaky 
footage, improving the overall quality of the film. When filming in the 
remote areas , I only use the camcorder for interviews or shots requiring a 
tripod or indoor filming . With long walks over rough unpathed countryside 
the camcorder is not practical and  I use  use my iPhone with OSMO 
gimbal stabilizer or camcorder with small flexible tripd ,   and of course  
the  drone  carried in my backpack for these remote locations filming , 
such as in May , climbing Canisp at 2,800 feet . 

Plan for Movement

Planning for movement in scenes allows for more dynamic shots and 
enhances the narrative flow of the film. 

Cut Away Shots

I am always conscious of filming as many cut away shots as possible on 
any filming trip  I do , having a stock of  B Roll shots is invaluable 



Location Planning 

The Practicalities

 • First and foremost , check the weather forecast for the 
proposed day of location shooting. 

• Have the iPhone and camcorder settings set and tested 
working,   the day before the shoot.

• Always set beforehand and test out in flight  the required  
Drone settings and upload any new updates  before heading 
off to the location.

• Check restricted no fly zones for locations chosen for the 
drone flights as per the Documentary script.

• Contact RAF Lossiemouth for any low flying  exercises below
     the mountain summits and in the valleys 

• Have battery packs and various leads   to charge drone, 
camcorder, mics , iPhone , Osmo in location.

• Always record 30 seconds of  ambient sound   where drone 
location shots are filmed (assuming in shelter from any wind)

• Don’t forget the headphones for monitoring sound for shots 
taken out of the wind .

 

 

Adapting to 
Weather Changes
Sound recording is the 
biggest issue due to 
constant wind in the far 
north.   

keeping the tripod steady in 
wind gusts can also be a 
real challenge. 

Utilising Natural 
Light
Understanding how to use 
natural light effectively can 
significantly enhance the 
mood and visual quality of 
a film.

Silhouettes against the sky 
can add dramatic effect.

Variation in Footage 

Shoot in as high a 
resolution as possible, 
allowing for flexibility in 
post production.

Variation in footage  , use 
wide angle , plenty  close 
ups,  movement , plenty B 
roll and cutaway footage.



Post-Production

Editing and Assembling the Footage

Sound Design

Distribution



Editing and Assembling the 
Footage

Crafting the 
Narrative
Editing is crucial for 
filmmakers to craft a 
coherent narrative that 
keeps viewers engaged 
throughout the film.

Selecting the 
Best Footage
Filmmakers must 
carefully select the best 
footage to tell the story 
effectively and maintain 
viewer interest.

Colour Correction 
and Audio
The editing process 
includes color correction 
to enhance visual appeal 
and audio enhancement 
for clarity.

The Fun and  Creative  Part of our Hobby 

Tools available in Post Production to:

Improve lighting, improve original recorded sound
 dialogue, audio enhancement ,noise filtering, 
adding  spot effects and sound effects, improving
shaky footage, add stock footage, add visual effects
and Computer Generated Images.  



Sound Design

Importance of 
Sound Design

Sound design plays an essential 
role in crafting a Documentary to 
create an immersive experience, 
influencing audience engagement 
and emotional response with the 
use of dialogue , narration, spot 
effects and music. 

Background 
Music Selection
Carefully selected 
background music 
enhances the 
emotional resonance 
and storytelling 
elements of a 
documentary.

Ambient Sounds 
and Voiceovers
Ambient sounds and 
voiceovers are crucial 
in enriching the 
narrative, providing 
context, and 
strengthens the viewer 
connection.



Distribution

Film Festivals

Enter Film festivals via a  
Film Freeway account ; 
provides filmmakers with 
an opportunity to 
showcase their 
documentaries to a 
targeted audience, 
potentially gaining 
recognition and potential 
awards.

e.g. Edinburgh Short Film 
Festival , BIAFF , Oslo 
Film Festival , Arctic Film 
Festival etc. 

Online Platforms

Utilizing online platforms 
allows filmmakers to 
reach a global audience, 
making their 
documentaries 
accessible to viewers 
worldwide.

Social Media 
Promotion
Promoting your 
documentaries through 
social media increases 
visibility, engages 
audiences, and drives 
traffic to viewing 
platforms.



Common Mistakes I have made 
over the years
• Film too long , rambling , be ruthless with editing. Maintain a 

good pace.

• Don’t attempt to cover too wide a subject in one film , try 
splitting it into 2/3 shorter films 

•  Avoid  tourist guide facts, put your own spin on the story  

• Reduce the commentary to a minimum , leaving spaces for 
the film to breathe

• Always have any music track  at a low level , just discernible 

• No single shot should be on the screen for to long , however 
good it looks, use cutaways  to break it up. Especially true of 
drone shots.

• Join a local  writers group , it certainly helped me immensely 
with my narration and story telling skills .

• Get people into your documentary including  yourself 



Conclusion
Unique Storytelling Opportunities

The beauty of being a solo Amateur 
Documentary Film maker is that you 
have total control of what you create 

T O    R I S E    A B O V E 
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